
Help grow the Ecosocialist movement by:

learn• ing about climate change and 
other ecological issues
learning about the connections • 
between ecological crisis and our 
socio-economic system
sharing your knowledge and • 
understanding with others
joining/supporting the activities of • 
political and activist organizations
building alliances between people • 
and initiatives

celebrating our successes• 

How would you like to help the 
Vancouver Ecosocialist Group grow?

joining a study group

organizing events

writing for our website

joining our organizing committee

volunteering in various tasks

suggesting other ideas...

Open Letter 60+ Climate Justice Organizations to AFL-CIO
http://www.ourpowercampaign.org/an-open-letter-to-the-afl-cio/

Ian Angus, ed., The Global Fight for Climate Justice

Ted Benton, ed., The Greening of Marxism, The 
Democracy and Ecology Series

Patrick Bond, Politics of Climate Justice: Paralysis Above, 
Movement Below

John Bellamy Foster and Brett Clark, The Ecologi-
cal Rift: Capitalism’s War on the Earth

Ecologist, Whose Common Future? Reclaiming the 
Commons

Naomi Klein, Climate Change, Unions, and a United 
Left Agenda, Common Dreams

Joel Kovel, The Enemy of Nature: The End of Capitalism 
or the End of the World

Michael Lowy, What is ecosocialism? Capitalism Nature 
Socialism

Fred Magdoff, What Every Environmentalist Needs to 
Know About Capitalism

Daniel Tanuro, Marxism, Energy, and Ecology: The 
Moment of Truth. Capitalism Nature Socialism

Chris Williams, Ecology and Socialism: Solutions to 
Capitalist Ecological Crisis

Kevin Anderson & Alice Bows, A New Paradigm for 
Climate Change, Nature Climate Change

Heidi Cullen, The Weather of the Future

Tim Flannery. The Weather Makers, How Man is 
Changing the Climate and What it Means

Jim Hansen, Storms of my Grandchildren: The Truth 
About the Coming Climate Catastrophe and Our Last 
Chance to Save Humanity 

Bill McKibben, Global Warming’s Terrifying New Math, 
Rolling Stone Magazine

Trevor Letcher, Observed Impacts on Planet Earth

Christian Parenti, Tropic of Chaos: Climate Change and 
the New Geography of Violence

For more book, article and website references, see our 
website RESOURCES section: ecosocialistsvancouver.org

Contact Us:
info@ecosocialistsvancouver.org
www.ecosocialistsvancouver.org
(604) 773-8393

Subscribe to our Online Newsletter
ecosocialistsvancouver.org/subscribe

BOOKS & ARTICLES

SCIENCE AND IMPACTS



The Vancouver Ecosocialist Group has been formed by political and social justice activists of varying back-

grounds in metropolitan Vancouver. We have come together because we believe the struggle to avert the 

deepening climate emergency is a fi ght for the survival of humanity and the Earth as we know it. We join in 

common struggle with all who seek to bring human economic pursuit into harmony with the other species 

with which we share the planet. We are committed to support social and environmental initiatives that 

confront entrenched interests and build towards real and comprehensive social transformation. We must 

create a cooperative society, if we are to overcome the destructive, downward spiral of capitalism.

1. Scientists tell us the planet’s life-sustaining 
ecological systems are breaking down and 

facing the dangerous threat of collapse. As a result of 
increasing atmospheric pollution from the burning of 
fossil fuels, the planet is experiencing global warming. 
Among its effects are increasing climate extremes, 
rising sea levels, acidification of ocean waters, species 
extinctions, damage to food production and much 
more. This is an immediate emergency for human eco-
nomic, political and social systems. The world’s most 
vulnerable are already suffering, and research shows 
that people are already dying in large numbers due to 
the effects of rising global temperatures. The crisis is 
intensifying at an alarming rate.
 

2. Ecosocialists see this ecological crisis as a 
symptom of the underlying economic and 

social system called capitalism, whose basic oper-
ating features include: (1) the imperative of profi t 
and competition-driven expansion without limit, 
(2) the treatment of human labour and the natural 
world as commodities for sale rather than having 
value for human well-being and ecological stability; 
(3) benefi ts to a small and privileged social class 
wielding inordinate political power, (4) deformed 
social priorities amongst humans, including in our 
relationship to the rest of nature.  

3. Ecosocialists take the climate crisis seriously 
by calling upon people to reject capitalism 

and replace it with socialism and eco-sanity. In such 
a future, we will learn from the positive lessons of 
the past but  not repeat the serious wrong turns 
of earlier attempts at socialism. Nor will we try to 
re-create some romantic, horse-and-buggy past. We 
look beyond environmental advocacy and challenge 
the social divisions created by, and economic power 
behind, capitalism. 
       Labour as an organized class must play a central 
role in this transition because it is the counterweight 
to the power of capital. We fi ght for a transition to 
a new system that is ecologically resilient, socially 
just, economically as well as politically democratic, 
supports healthy communities and productive jobs. 
These changes will require the combined power of 
coordinated job action by workers, who create capi-
talist wealth, and social upheavals of many kinds by 
working people and our allies in our communities.

4. Our goals include winning the fi ght for social 
justice, human rights, the elimination of rac-

ism and sexism, the fundamental right of workers 
to form unions fully participate in the management 
of enterprises and delivery of social services, the 
unequivocal right of First Nations to sovereignty 

and self-determination, and an end to war and 
militarism. All these important struggles should 
forge alliances in common cause - in workplaces, 
neighborhoods,  schools, at the ballot box, in the 
streets and – crucially – at focal points of resistance 
against the extraction, production, and transporta-
tion of fossil fuels.  
       Our path toward these goals requires crucially 
important struggles for the halt and reversal of 
the transfer of public assets, public services, and 
public decision-making powers to private corpora-
tions; redistribution of global and local wealth; 
the exercise of real, universal democracy based on 
economic and social equality; worker and commu-
nity control over labour and production; collective 
public intervention at all levels of the marketplace 
(and especially over natural resource extractive 
industries); promotion of renewable energies and 
infrastructures (for zero waste, clean energy, public 
transportation, community housing, food security 
and eco-system restoration).

5. There are entire industries devoted to denial 
of the science and reality of climate change. 

These industries speak for those who profi t from 
climate-wrecking and who see their multi-billion-
dollar interests threatened. Climate denialism is 
more than scepticism of climate science—it is also 
the denial that this crisis of civilization is caused by 
our present socio-economic system and thus re-
quires a transformation in the social and economic 
system as a whole. Averting ecological destruction 
and the human suffering infl icted by capitalism 
demands a political re-awakening and  strategy that   
transforms government and state power, encourag-
ing a widening political movement to replace the 
prerogatives of capitalism with the priorities and 
interests of humanity and nature as a whole.

This an emergency! Let’s act like it! 

(This is a living document. 22/09/2013)

System change needed as the climate crisis deepens

Initial Basis of Unity: Vancouver Ecosocialist Group


